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Ix consequence of most of the publications which periodically criticise the produc- 
tions of literature actually being the property and entirely under the infiuence of the 
proprietors of the very works which are criticised, it may be readily supposed that 
impartiality is not their chief characteristic. In fact, it has become an universal 
complaint among the readers and purchasers of books, that they know not where to 
look for an unsuspected opinion of the works of the day. The quarterly periodicals 
confine themselves to original essays, and the monthly ones are, unfortunately, for 
obvious reasons, not to be depended upon; so that the Book Clubs, the Circulating 
Libraries, and the general purchasers of books, are either left wholly without a guide, 
or trust to those who are interested in deceiving them. The LONDON MAGAZINE 
being placed wholly out of the sphere of any interested influence whatever, has 
determined upon supplying the want of an IMPARTIAL GUIDE TO THE PURCHASERS OF 
nooks, by dedicating the latter part of each number to judgments upon all the books 
published in the course of the month, worthy of notice ; and thus replace certain of the 
usual portions of a Magazine, such as the Deaths and Marriages, which have no 
connexion with literature, by information and intelligence of the same nature as the 
rest of the Magazine. The Editors of the London Magazine neither wish nor expect 
to be taken at their word, but invite the most vigilant comparison of their criticism 
with that of less independent publications. . 
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[We have received the following communication from Ma jor-General 
Sir Neil Campbell, to which we readily give immediate insertion.—Ep. ] 


TO THES BDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, NEW SERIES6. 


United Service Club, January 19, 1826. 


Srr,—You have this day promised me that this letter, repeating the observations 
which were communicated to you in person, shall be inserted in the Number of next 
Month, thereby to give publicity to my contradiction, which I now give in terms the 
most positive and unqualified, of the use which has been made of my name by an ano- 


nymous writer in the Number for December, in an article, entitled, Napoleon from Troyes. 


to Elba, with the following preamble :—“ The Journal of a Detenu, an eye-witness of 
the Events in Paris during the first four Months of 1814.” 

The following extract from page 500 more particularly demands my notice, because 
my assertion is given as the channel of reproach against the late Emperor Alexander of 
Russia—* Sir Neil Campbell told me, that in the course of conversation with him, 
Napoleon remarked, though many considered he ought to commit suicide, yet he thought 
it more magnanimous to live. That the Emperor of Russia had conferred the order of 
St. Anne on Lescourt, one of the greatest jacobins in France. But he made no mention 
of the mandate which Lescourt pretended was brought to him to blow up the powder 
magazine at Grenille on the 30th of March ; though it was his boasted disobedience on 
this occasion which procured him the Russian distinction.” 

Had the anonymous paper been written as a narrative in the third person, and had it 
been totally inoffensive, 1 would have abstained from noticing it, even if untrue ; but as 
it is written in the first person, and contains an offensive imputation against the late 
Emperor of Russia, upon the faith ofmy assertion to the writer himself, (which is posi- 
tively untrue, ) my silence would fairly be considered to admit the assertion ; whereas 
no such conversation ever took place ; I never before heard the name of Lescourt, nor 
that a Russian order had been conferred on such a person, until I read it in your Ma- 
gazine for December. 

Relying on your doing me the justice to insert this letter verbatim, according to your 
promise, 


I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Neit Camppett, Major-General. 
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